
Certification Shorts: Feb. 2006
Highlights from West Island Woodland Advisory Group

What is WIWAG?
♦ A forest based, multi-stakeholder group that advises Cascadia Forest Products and

Island Timberlands Limited Partnership (ITLP) on their management objectives and
approaches in order to retain the CSA certification of the land bases. Our goal is to
advise on the development, monitoring, and on-going improvement of sustainable
forest management practices in the area.

A Tale of Two Companies
♦ In 2005 Cascadia Forest Products took over management of a portion of the crown

lands within the previously “Defined Forest Land Base” (with BC Timber Sales
having taken over most of the rest). At the same time, ITLP took over the
management of private lands that had been removed from TFL#44 under
Weyerhaeuser ownership. Both companies have committed to retaining CSA
certification on their lands.

Private Land Management
♦ ITLP have made a commitment to the 2003-05 sustainable forest management

plan as part of their certification requirement, but have indicated they will want to
re-negotiate certain objectives and targets in the plan. This will happen early in
2006. The underlying question for WIWAG members is whether or not there should
be two standards, one for crown and another private, or only one, and what the
implications of that might be for forest land management around our communities.

Protecting Streams
♦ The Cascadia sustainable forest management plan (SFMP) has several indicators

regarding the protection of streams.  To meet the objective of increasing the degree
of protection given to small and non-fish bearing streams, the plan requires that at
least a 15 meter buffer is provided on a certain percentage (39 – 85%) of steams.
This level of protection is more stringent than the Forest and Range Protection Act
requires.  To view some of the other 59 targets that are described in the 2006-09
SFMP, the plan is available at www.wiwag.org.

Recreation Access
♦ The Recreation sector connected with WIWAG has been very active over the last

few years. A recreation road inventory that identified priority recreation access
points was completed in 2002, and previous reports indicate that over 90% of roads
were maintained as accessible by the company. Well over 50% of the roads in the
inventory are on private land however, and it is not yet clear if ITLP will work to
retain similar access standards. Cascadia has committed to a Recreation
communications strategy to be completed in 2006.

Meetings: Every second Thursday of the month, AC Regional District board room.
Guests are welcome. RSVP to Ryan Dvorak:723-5782 or rdvorak@shaw.ca

For more information about WIWAG, or the SFM Plan:
Tawney Lem: 723-0708, tawneylem@telus.net or www.wiwag.org


