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ADVISORY GROUP HOSTS PUBLIC FORUM ON FORESTRY
TENURES AND REGULATIONS IN THE ALBERNI VALLEY

PORT ALBERNI – The last few years have been dynamic ones in the British
Columbia forest industry.  Companies are consolidating in a bid to better
compete in the global marketplace.  A move towards selling more wood through
a competitive bidding process is in part a response to the ongoing Softwood
Lumber dispute.  And, the Forest and Range Practices Act – a results based act,
now governs Crown land forest management and  relies on greater professional
accountability then the previous  Forest Practice Code.

All of these issues are provincial in scale, yet have impact on, or see
implementation at, the local level.  The lay of the land in the Valley looks
significantly different than it did a few years ago in terms of tenure, regulations
and ownership.  In an effort to assist the public’s understanding of who is
managing forestry operations on which lands, and which regulations apply to that
management, the West Island Woodlands Advisory Group (WIWAG) is hosting a
public education forum.  The forum will include topics relevant to both Crown and
private lands, such as how forestry planning takes place, how rates of cut are
determined, and how regulations are enforced.

WIWAG is pleased to present three speakers for the evening forum.  From the
Ministry of Forests, Stewardship Forester Attila Gereb will provide a geographical
overview of where the varying types of Crown tenure are located, such as tree
farm licences, woodlots, and community forests.   Attila will also highlight the
Province’s planning objectives, how annual allowable cuts are set, and the
Crown’s program of compliance and enforcement.

The activities of BC Timber Sales, which is an independent organization within
the Ministry of Forests, will be explained by Timber Sales Manager Bruce
McKerricher.  The audience will hear about the Market Pricing System and the
type of customers that access timber through BCTS.

To present the picture for private lands, the forum will be joined by the Chair of
the Private Managed Forest Land Council, Trevor Swan.  Trevor will summarize
where the major private land holders are in the Valley, and describe the
regulations and management commitments that private land holders follow.

This free forum will be held on July 4th, 7pm at the Echo fieldhouse.  Anyone
interested in forestry management as it applies to the Alberni Valley is
encouraged and welcome to attend.



The West Island Woodlands Advisory Group was formed over seven years ago
to strengthen sustainable forest management planning and practices in the
Alberni Valley.  The group provides advice to Western Forest Products and
Island Timberlands on local level performance indicators as part of the
companies’ Canadian Standards Association certification.  WIWAG includes
representatives from labour, fisheries, tourism, recreation, naturalists,
independent sawmills, logging contractors, small business, placer miners, fish &
game, woodlots, Parks Canada, local and regional government. Staff members
from both companies, as well as the Ministry of Forests, act as resources to the
Group.

For more information on the upcoming public forum, please contact Tawney Lem
at 723-0708 or Ryan Dvorak at 723-5782.


