
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
               

Quatsino First Nation and Western Forest Products Finalize Land Transaction 
to Support Establishment of Waterfront Community 

 
June 21, 2021 – Coal Harbour, British Columbia – Western Forest Products Inc. (Western) and 
Quatsino First Nation (Quatsino) announced today the completion of an agreement for a wholly-owned 
limited partnership of Quatsino to purchase a parcel of Western’s private land near Coal Harbour.  
 
The purchase of the 172-hectare property, which is located on the east side of Stephen’s Bay at Coal 
Harbour and near Quatsino’s Subdivision 18, supports Quatsino’s longstanding goal to return its 595-
member nation to a waterfront location for the community. 
 
“I would like to thank previous Chief James Nelson for his leadership in negotiations that brought us this 
far. I also acknowledge our previous Council members Dawn Willie, Percy Nelson, as well as our current 
Councillors Hunter Ballentyne, Sonja Conroy, Patricia Hall, Richard Nelson and James Wallas. And I also 
acknowledge our Quatsino staff and our valued partners for their unified efforts in negotiating this with 
Western Forest Products. Our children will finally have a beach to play on again; it’s been many years 
since we have had that opportunity. I’m thankful to be here to see this happen, as we all lived by the 
ocean for many years,” said Chief Tom Nelson. 
 
“Re-establishing a waterfront community is important for the Quatsino and we are pleased to support 
turning this aspiration into reality,” said Shannon Janzen, Western’s Vice President, Partnerships and 
Sustainability and Chief Forester. “Reconciliation is a journey and we are committed to working together 
to find ways to meet the Nation’s interests while supporting a long-term vibrant and renewable forest 
sector on the North Island. We know we will be stronger together and this is just one step towards a long-
term working relationship built on trust and respect for each other’s interests.” 
 
In the coming months, Quatsino will engage with local stakeholders, including local government, as they 
work through the Addition to Reserve process, administered by Indigenous Services Canada, in the 
establishment of a new community for Quatsino Nation Members. The land will be used for community 
housing and the building of a Big House so Quatsino youth can practice their culture in a Quatsino Big 
House again.   
 
The agreement marks a significant step forward in the long-standing relationship between Quatsino and 
Western. Most recently, in September 2020, Western, Quatsino and the Province signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding that creates a framework for working together to pave the way towards greater 
predictability for sustainable forest management on the North Island. 
 
 
About Quatsino First Nation 
 
Our people have been living on the Northern tip of Vancouver Island for millennia. We are the 
descendants of five (5) traditional Kwakwa̱ka̱’wakw  “tribes” which are as follows: T’latsinuxw (Klaskino), 
Huyalas (Hoyalas), Gusgimukw (Koskimo), Gob’inuxw (Giopino), Qwat’sinuxw (Quatsino) that spoke a 
similar dialect of the Kwak’wala language and amalgamated starting in the 1700’s.  We have used and 
occupied the full extent of this Territory since time immemorial. It was a land of plenty that supported a 



dense population, complex society and vibrant economy. Traditionally, we moved throughout our Territory 
in conjunction with the changing seasons.  
 
About Western Forest Products Inc.  
 
Western is an integrated forest products company building a margin-focused log and lumber business to 
compete successfully in global softwood markets. With operations and employees located primarily on 
the coast of British Columbia and Washington State, Western is a premier supplier of high-value, 
specialty forest products to worldwide markets. Western has a lumber capacity in excess of 1.1 billion 
board feet from eight sawmills and four remanufacturing facilities. The Company sources timber from its 
private lands, long-term licenses, First Nations arrangements, and market purchases. Western 
supplements its production through a wholesale program providing customers with a comprehensive 
range of specialty products.  
  
  
For further information, please contact:  
 
Babita Khunkhun  
Senior Director, Communications, Western  
(604) 648-4562  
 
Cary-Lee Calder 
Band Administrator, Quatsino 
(250) 949-6245 

 


